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SUBJECT: KIBBUTZ MEUHAD FEDERATION STANDS APART FROM GUSH EMUNIM 
ON OPPOSITION TO BEGIN PROPOSALS 

REF: TEL AVIV 10945 

1 . EMBOFF ASKED YA’AKOV TZUR, SECRETARY OF THE LABOR PARTY- 
AFFILIATED KIBBUTZ MEUHAD FEDERATION (WHICH HAS SETTLEMENTS ON THE 
GOLAN AND IN THE JORDAN VALLEY) TO ASSESS THE REACTIONS OF 

HIS SETTLERS TO BEGIN S PEACE PROPOSALS. TZUR STRESSED 
THAT THOSE LIVING IN SETTLEMENTS BEYOND THE GREEN LINE 
WERE NERVOUS AND CONCERNED. AS THEY SEE IT, THEY WERE 
ASKED BY THE GOI TO SETTLE IN UNINHABITED AREAS VITAL 
TO THE SECURITY OF THE STATE. THEY ARE NOT LIKE THE 
GUSH EMUNIM. WHO. FOR RELIGIOUS/IDEOLOGICAL REASONS, 

FORCED THE GOI INTO ALLOWING JEWISH SETTLEMENT IN IN- 
HABITED ARAB AREAS. NONETHELESS. KIBBUTZ MEUHAD SETTLERS, 
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WHO HAVE WORKED HARD FOR YEARS, NOW ALSO FIND THEIR 
FUTURES TERRIBLY INDEFINITE. 

2. TZUR STATED THAT THE KIBBUTZ MEUHAD FEDERATION 
WOULD MAKE AN AFFORT TO CONVINCE THE LABOR PARTY TO 
STAND UP FOR THE INTERESTS OF THE SETTLEMENTS BEYOND 
THE GREEN LINE. HOWEVER, THERE WOULD BE NO ALLIANCE 
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WITH THE "EXTREMISTS" OF GUSH EMUNIM. HE STRESSED 
THAT THE KIBBUTZNIKS THAT HE REPRESENTED WERE SEPARATED 
FROM THE GUSH BY A WIDE GULF. THE KIBBUTZ MEUHAD 
WOULD STAND BY ITSELF IN OPPOSITION TO BEGIN S PROPOSALS. 

TZUR SAID THAT ALL OF HIS KIBBUTZNIKS WANTED PEACE AND 
FAVORED TERRITORIAL COMPROMISE. BUT RHETORICALLY ASKED 
WHY ISRAEL WAS BEING REQUIRED TO MAKE ALL THE 
CONCESSIONS. 

3. COMMENT: IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT THE SETTLEMENTS OF THE 
KIBBUTZ MEUHAD FEDERATION WERE THE ONLY ONES NOT REPRESENTED AT 
THE DECEMBER 27 GUSH-SPONSORED PROTEST MEETING AT OFRA. 

TZUR CLEARLY FEELS THAT HIS POSITION REQUIRES HIM TO 
INTERCEDE WITH THE LABOR PARTY ON BEHALF OF THE SETTLE- 
MENTS. HE WOULD HAVE PREFERRED A TERRITORIAL COMPROMISE 
WHICH WOULD HAVE KEPT THE SETTLEMENTS UNDER ISRAELI 
SOVEREIGNTY. HOWEVER, HE IS REALISTIC AND RECOGNIZES 
THAT IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE PEACE ISRAEL WILL HAVE TO MAKE 
PAINFUL CONCESSIONS. AS A RESULT. SOMEONE (THE SETTLERS) 

WILL HAVE TO TAKE THE LUMPS. ALTHOUGH AWARE OF THIS 
PROSPECT. HE DID NOT LIKE TO THINK ABOUT IT AT THE 
PRESENT TIME. 

LEWIS 
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